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PReFACe
I put forward this small contribution to the ringer’s bookshelf not as a handbook on 
conducting but as an attempt to show the importance of coursing order as a basic aid 
to conducting, in the hope of equipping the bob-caller with some of the tools of the 
conductor. The term bob-caller is in no sense derogatory: bob calling is a very necessary 
part of and step towards conducting.

 A bob-caller calls the composition.

 A conductor calls the composition,
  continuously checks the accuracy of the ringing, and
  corrects mistakes as they occur.

In the following chapters, therefore, I intend to demonstrate the relevance of coursing 
order to calling, checking and correcting.

I will assume that the reader already has, or is able to acquire elsewhere, a knowledge of 
the methods and their calling positions.

The section on Plain Bob is the longest, as the whole concept of fully utilizing coursing 
order in conducting is seen best in this method. I have tried to cover a representative 
selection of methods of varied construction, each of which may be suggestive of certain 
types or classes of method. The section on St. Simon’s Bob Triples, for instance, is 
extremely relevant to the type of method of which St. Clement’s Bob Minor, Major, etc, 
and their vaiations are all part. The same also applies to the three Surprise methods. With 
the exception of the section on Plain Bob Major, all the figures tabulated to the right of 
compositions refer to the course heads and not to any coursing order.

As a learning aid, this book contains exercises throughout. For those squimish about 
writing in books, you will find printable exercise sheets on the website (see opposite 
page). Answers to these exercises can be found at the back of the book.

For more information about Conducting & Coursing, including any errors that have 
been reported since publication, please visit:

jnlrb.wordpress.com/books/conducting-coursing-order

I hope this publication is as error-free as possible, however should spot any errors 
or typos then please use the links on the above page to report them so they can 
be corrected and publicised.

The website also includes contact details, ordering information and errata pages 
for all other publications in the series.
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WHAt Is COURsInG ORDeR?
A coursing order describes the way in which the bells rotate withing a method, and is 
most clearly seen in plain hunting:

12345678
21436587
24163857
42618375
46281735
64827153
68472513
86745231
87654321
78563412
75836142
57381624
53718264
35172846
31527486
13254768
12345678

Starting, for argument’s sake, from the 3, we can see that this bell is followed by the 1 
(i.e. the 1 is the after-bell of the 3), which in turn is followed by the 2, then the 4, the 6, 
8, 7, 5, 3, 1, 2, etc, etc.

Although this order is cyclical, it is more usually expressed as a straight set of figures 
related to a particular bell:

 … from the 1 2468753
 … from the 8 7531246
 … from the 4 6875312


